
Minutes of the Durham Kennel Club General Meeting of the Membership 

October 16 2023 (Approved) 

Vice President Rose Mary Pries called the meeting to order at 7:19 pm.  There were 46 in attend-

ance, 31 voting members, 12 associate members) and 3 guests. The attendance sheet is attached 

and considered part of these minutes.   

Minutes of the September 18 2023 Membership Meeting were approved as published on a J Traylor/

J Stutts motion.   

Vice President Pries welcomed everyone to the meeting. She thanked Sharon Pitz for coordinating 

the potluck. Ms. Pries apologized for the inability to Zoom the meeting, but assured attendees that 

the Board was looking into resolution of the internet issues.   .  

The Corresponding Secretary reported that the Club is instituting Canine Flu protocols. The Record-

ing Secretary reminded everyone to please sign the attendance sheet.  

Jack Sappenfield, AKC Delegate, reported about the economic impact of dog shows in North Caroli-

na, the Canine Influenza outbreak and the Supreme Court Victory for PETA in North Carolina (see 

attachments).  The next AKC Delegates’ meeting will be in December at the AKC National Champi-

onship. Mr. Sappenfield reminded members that as a member of the Companion Events Committee 

he is happy to bring members’ concerns or issues before the committee.  

The Club’s cash position was presented by Ms. Pries in the absence of the Treasurer, details are 

available upon request.  

Carol Rives, Membership Chair, presented applications received from 

New Associate Members: 

 Sandra Bailey (Durham) Toy Poodle 

 Jessica Forrester (Durham) Siberian, All American 

 Pamela K Silverman (Pinehurst) English Cocker Spaniel, German Shorthaired Pointer 

and Associate Members for Full Membership: 

  Tom Coleman 

     and Tracey Coleman (Durham) Bernese Mountain Dog, Golden Retriever, Brittany 

Upon majority vote of members present and voting, the application for full membership was ap-

proved. Welcome was extended to all.   

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  

No committee reports were made at the meeting. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

No new report from the Planning Committee. 

Jen Stout reported on the state of  internet service at the DKC facility. Ms. Stout has contacted sever-

al providers and will be putting together a spread sheet of services and costs along with recommen-

dation for the November 2023 Board meeting.  

NEW BUSINESS: 

Ms. Pries discussed protocols that will be followed at the DKC building. Floors will be cleaned and 

sanitized more frequently, grooming tables and ramp will be cleaned prior to and after classes. 

Members are encouraged not to use community water bowls for their dogs, are reminded to clean 

any crate before and after use and to leave coughing dogs at home. Supplies for sanitizing are avail-

able at the building.  
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Dr. Abby Lang reported that influenza outbreaks have been prevalent in North Carolina since No-

vember 2021 centered around boarding facilities, dog parks and dog shows. Symptoms generally 

appear two weeks after exposure. Vaccinated dogs may become infected but generally show less 

dire symptoms. The vaccination was on back order but is now being shipped and veterinarian prac-

tices should have a supply. Transmission is respiratory and through fomite exposure. First symp-

toms are generally a mild cough which can progress to secondary bacterial infections.  

Sharon Pitz reported that the Club will be have its annual Holiday Party in lieu of the December 

membership meeting on December 18 2023 at 7 pm. Members are asked to bring appetizers. hors 

d’oeuvres, or deserts and to leave their dogs at home.  The evening will be a social event and mem-

bers are welcome to bring their favorite beverage.  As in the past, the Club will be collecting items 

for Durham APS; please bring that evening and leave on the table in the lobby. Wish list is attached.  

It is important that we keep the Club calendar updated especially in the case of set up for trials and 

events being held at the building. Please make sure that the webmaster has the times that the 

building will be unavailable for members to come and work dogs independently.  

Brags. 

There being no additional business to come before the membership, the meeting was adjourned at 

8:24pm on a J. Traylor/B Wisniewski motion.  

Attest: 

Linda Wozniak 

Recording Secretary
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